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The roles and functions of living support coordinators and consultative
bodies were clarified, and the method of cooperation between the management of consultative bodies
and community planning involving local residents was examined. Interviews with seven living support
coordinators revealed the following functions of living support coordinators: (1) discovery of local

resources, (2) publicity about the significance of discovered local resources, (3) sharing of local

resources, (4) support for networking among residents’ groups, and (5) support for the management
of consultative bodies. The following functions of consultative bodies were also identified: (1)
sharing local issues, (2) laying the foundation for community building, (3) sharing local resources,

and (4) developing local resources. It became clear that the experience as living support
coordinators and connections with local residents as well as a system to collaborate with
administrative officials had been fostered.
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