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In 1947, the Daycare Division was established within the Children®s Bureau
of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, at the same time as the Child Welfare Act was enacted.Shizue
Yoshimi, Director of Kobokan Settlement, has been appointed as Director of the Daycare Division.
Yoshimi used many examples of settlement in her administrative explanations regarding day nursery.
She introduced many successful programs at Kobokan.

At Kobokan Settlement, from the pre-war period, daycare nurses respected children®s
self-determination, and children carried out their own decisions. Daycare nurses suggested that
children express their feelings. Yoshimi and her staffs identified issues from the children®s
behavior and managed the childcare curriculum.

From these things, it is believed that Yoshimi advanced her work as Director of the Daycare Division
based on her experience at Kobokan Settlement. The childcare provided at Kobokan Settlement is

thought to have influenced the day nursery system in Japan.
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