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The purpose of this study is to examine effects of vocational education at
the upper-secondary stage on the development of learners’ competencies and perceptions of
competence, based on the results of an analysis of documents regarding Super Professional High
Schools, a questionnaire survey at industrial- and commercial-vocational high schools, and a policy
analysis of reforms of vocational education in England. * Competency’ means the cross-disciplinary
abilities beyond specific occupational skills, such as critical thinking or communication. The
findings of this study illustrated the relationship between vocational education curriculum and the
labour market, and the possible factors that influence students’ perceptions of their competencies.
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