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Educational practice under the slogan “ openness toward society” , which has
attracted considerable attention since the adoption of the new Japanese Curriculum Guidelines, had
once been a matter of concern in New Education. According to educational theorists of the interwar
period, educational practice was required to open up to “ society” , which was said to exist at the
intersection between self-understanding (relativizing of existing society) and public spirit
(adapting to existing society). In this regard, the legacy of New Education prefigures the

possibilities and the limits of educational practice under “ openness toward society” 1in an age of
unpredictability.
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