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The purpose of this study is to examine the higher civil service examination
from the perspective of equal opportunity, especially vocational opportunity, which was one of the
central issues in the discussion on educational system reform from the 1920s to the 1930s. We
analyzed the examination based upon Article 7 of the Higher Examination Ordinance, which was newly
established to certify the qualifications for taking the preliminary examination. Although the
system could be regarded as a way to open up opportunities for those who did not have an educational
background equal to or higher than that of junior high school graduates to become higher officials,
it was found that its practical function was extremely limited.
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