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The concept of "child poverty" has the weakness of not analyzing the
economic mechanism of capitalism that generates the economic disparities that cause poverty. In
Japan, the state controls the educational objectives, goals, and contents of public education, while

the cost of education is depended on the household income. Therefore, child®s educational
opportunity depends on his/her own household income, and low parental income is directly linked to "
child poverty.” As the neoliberal transformation progressed, the number of households unable to bear
the cost of child rearing and education increased, especially in the low- and middle-income
households, and the education cost-burden structure, in which the cost of child rearing and
education is borne by household income, became dysfunctional. The government was forced to choose
the policy of "free education,” but this cannot be evaluated as a policy that guarantees education

and welfare as a right.
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