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In this study, | anal¥zed the trends in recent reforms in higher vocational
education in East Asia. In particular, my analysis of newly established professional graduate
schools in China revealed that the number of students entering these institutions has increased. At
the same time, students are not acquiring expertise in their specialized fields or developing the
technical skills intended by vocational education. Consequently, the newly established vocational
education system does not seem to be able to effectively execute the future vision of manpower into
the new-generation labor market. Implementing reforms to improve the vocational value of higher
education entails significant time and effort because academic and vocational qualifications are not
well integrated in East Asian society.
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