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Nearly two decades after California banned bilingual education, voters
passed Proposition 58, called "California Multilingual Education Act™ on 2016 ballot. "California
Multilingual Education Act" intends to help immigrant kids to learn English while simultaneously
improving their home languages. It also encourages schools to teach American-born kids other
languages, often through dual-language immersion programs that put them in the same classroom with
immigrants.

For almost two decades, the state has actively discouraged language education at its school. This
means that even as demand for bilingualism is growing, the state now lacks teachers, standards,
curricula and reading materials.

"California Multilingual Education Act" promises to open the door to better multilingual education
in California, at least in the long run.
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