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In this study, it was not possible to identify clear trends in the
inter-regional disparities and municipal hierarchies in public library resources. However, through
the organization of previous studies, this study found that public libraries are expected to play
new roles, not only the traditional roles of reading and borrowing materials, but also the new roles

of disseminating a variety of information and functioning as a place to stay. In order to examine
the disparities iIn these new roles, this study analyzed an interview survey of A-prefecture public
libraries and a user questionnaire survey of X-city libraries. As a result, this study indicated
that public libraries are developing services for new roles, but that the usage situation and the
need of new services may differ depending on the attributes of library users and the purpose of

their visit.
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