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Lifestyle and Transition in Publichousing Area
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In Japan, ﬁublic housing areas have a high percenta?e of socially vulnerable

residents. While it is expected that regional manifestations of social exclusion are occurring in
these areas, participant observation survey and life history interview survey conducted in three
public housing areas reveal that active community activities have continued and various initiatives
to support children have been developed. Residents’ consciousness and lifestyle reveal a weak sense
of "climbing the housing and education ladder™ and a distancing from the meritocracy. This is a
unique manifestation of the neighborhood effects that have been the focus of much attention in
Western research. These findings should prompt a reconsideration of conventional housing policies,
education policies, and poverty reduction measures.
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