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In the first study, 1 analyzed childcare cases and classified the reactions
of infants and young children when they encountered scientific phenomena and the forms in which they
attempted to clarify questions. In the second study, 5-year-olds examined a Quercus variabilis leaf
and reported on the shape and color of the leaf, and the contents of that report were analyzed. In
the third study, nursery and kindergarten teachers answered questionnaires about infants and young
children®s exploration of scientific phenomena. They interpreted infants and young children®s
exploration as interesting than cute. It indicates that the nursery and kindergarten teachers has
the predisposition to develop scientific practice. Based on the results, the three essential
elements and the three significance of scientific practice in childcare settings were identified.
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