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Development of Attachment Spectrum Assessment System and its usehulness
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The aim of this study is to develop an assessment system that evaluate
attachment disturbances of abused / neglected young children which are somewhere on the attachment
spectrum from secure attachment to disorders. In Phase 1 we developed the system that consisted both

of interviews with caregivers screening for attachment-related disorders and a questionnaire
measuring the level of attachment security with caregivers. In Phase 2, the system was applied to 48
infants who were judged to be abused or neglected by the child protection services and 54 community
samples. As a result, the system showed that the number and degree of suspected attachment-related
disorders were significantly higher in the abuse / neglect group than in community samples.
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