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From "Shouka™ to "Geinouka-Ongaku": the Influence of Media Popularization on the
Development of Elementary School Music Education

KAN, Michiko
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We analyzed the relationship between government educational policy and on
site teacher practices as elementary music education changed in the prewar period and clarified two
oints.
Eirst, we investigated teachers specializing in “ shouka” (as Music was called) as the government
introduced a subject specialization system with the revised Elementary School Ordinance of 1926. The
number of teachers specializing in “ shouka” and the range of their activities increased to
include self-published magazines as cooperative teaching aids. In Kobe, especially their numbers and
music activities increased.Secondly, we analyzed the elementary school music education of more than
20,000 children in Sakai as it specialized in chord acoustic training (C.A.T.). This new style
teaching influenced elementary schools nationwide through books, magazines, and recordings of actual

class sessions. The popularity of C.A.T. and its air defense application led to military insistence
that it be taught nationwide.
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