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A Social Experiment through Introduction of English Language as an Educational
Tool: issues in Kazakhstan®s Higher Education Reform

IWANO, MASAKO
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How do society, culture and people react and change when their government
starts to introduce a language different from their national language or their language used for
official or business communication? Such a nationwide experiment can be observed in a case of
Kazakhstan, one of the five countries comprising Central Asia. Kazakhstan initiated an inclusion of
English language as a medium of international economic communication, alongside Kazakh (officially
their national language) and Russian language (universally understood and used as a language for
inter-ethnic communication). The trilingual language policy aims for all ethnic groups in Kazakhstan

to acquire fluency in all three languages by 2030. Through interviews implemented before/after the
COVID 19, this research witnessed model universities and schools were moving towards the goal;
however, public schools outside cities seemed to be struggling with a shortage of resources.
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