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A study on the relationship between international students and local people in
Japan
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This study explores international students’ experience outside the campus,
relationships with locals inside and outside the campus, and the
impact of these relationships on their satisfaction and attitude toward local communities.
Researchers conducted an activity diary survey in a big and a medium-sized city, and a nationwide
internet questionnaire survey in Japan. The study findings indicate that the most significant
positive differences were in the students® satisfaction with the academic environment and their
study abroad experience in general, as they socialized with Japanese faculty or staff. The most
significant positive differences were also found in their attachment to local communities when they
socialized with Japanese neighbors, amon% relationships with varying host-country nationals. Their
interaction with neighborhood should be further considered to effectively connect international

students to local communities.
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