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The development of speech fluency and the natural recovery of stuttering
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syntax spurt

The acquisition of syntactic knowledge has been considered to be a crucial
factor behind the onset and natural recovery of stuttering. However, it is not known which aspects
of syntactic knowledge are essentially related to the onset and natural recovery of stuttering. This

is a rare case study which includes data obtained before the onset of stuttering. The participant
was a typically-developing Japanese child. We focused on sentences with verb-argument structure as
an index of the development of sentence production. The period of a rapid increase in the production
of verb-argument sentences corresponds not only with the period of the onset of stuttering but also
with a high frequency in stuttering. The period of stable production in verb-argument sentences
corresponds with both a decrease in stuttering as well as with its complete disappearance. These
results suggest that the syntax spurt is closely related to the onset and natural recovery of
stuttering.
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