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Study on environmental education through the use of Prasiola japonica YATABE

ISHIKAWA, Motoyasu
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The purpose of this stud¥ is to establish a technology for artificial
cultivation of the endangered species alga, Prasiola japonica Yatabe (Kawa-nori in Japanese), and to
develop a curriculum utilizing Kawa-nori as a material for environmental education. By conducting a
field survey and artificial cultivation experiments, it was possible to quantify the environmental

conditions for Kawa-nori growth. Additionally, a science and environmental education learning
program was developed, incorporating Kawa-nori cultivation experiments, aquatic organism-based water
environment evaluations, and simple water quality analyses. The results showed that this program
increased interest in the specialty product of the endangered species and improved local awareness
for environmental conservation of the river, which is its natural habitat. As a result of

implementing this learning program, it was shown that it is effective as a science and environmental
education program.
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