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Group identification is well known to promote group-oriented attitudes. As
national identity is a kind of group identity, it is considered to promote negative attitudes toward
the economic divide and support for an indiscriminate welfare policy for all people in society.
Here, we conducted a survey to investigate the association between national identity and welfare
orientation. The results showed that a strong national identity promotes an orientation focused on
autonomy, but not equality. These findings suggest that as opposed to criticisms of the economic

divide, self-identification seems to be the most important factor in helping people justify their
economic situation.
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Step 1 Step 2
Male .044 .038
Over 60 years old -.049 -.054
Household income (per year) 052 .069
Number of family members -.043 -.033
(Job)
Corporate management -.089 * -.084 T
Irregular labor -.054 -.033
Self-employment -.054 -.053
Homemaker -.017 .003
Student .016 .029
Jobless =151 ** -.139 *
(Education level)
University/graduate school -.036 -.024
Junior college/professional school .052 .027
Elementary school/junior high school .031 .046
National identity (NI) 167 *** .163
(Interaction effects)
MalexNI -.151 *
Over 60 years oldxNI .016
Household income xNI 137 *
Number of family membersxNI -.028
Corporate managementxNI -.071
Irregular labor>NI -.012
Self-employmentxNI .090
Homemaker xNI -.058
Student xNI .080 T
JoblessxNI .051
University NI 397
Junior college/professional schoolxNI -.008
Elementary school NI .006
Adjusted R’ 032 ** 057 **
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