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The source effect refers to the phenomenon that similar disgusting stimuli
evoke different levels of disgust feeling depending on the source of the stimuli. This study
employed the scenario-based method to investigate this phenomenon. A series of studies revealed that

the source effect is larger when the source of disgusting stimuli is an opposite-sex other, as
compared with the same-sex other, and the size of source effect is not correlated with other
individual difference measures, such as loneliness. Moreover, we attempted to quantify the source
effect by heart rate, which is known to be related to the subjective experience of disgust. However,
scenario-based studies did not allow heart rate measure to capture subtle differences in disgust.
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