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Sequentially increasing and decreasing data and relative judgments of value and
the prediction of future data trends while focusing on brain activity
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In this stud%, it was shown that the activation of the OFC when benefits
were obtained gradually compared with when they were obtained instantly, although the total amount
was equal. Conversely, activation of the dorsal striatum was observed when losses were incurred
gradually compared with when they were incurred instantly. The OFC plays a crucial role in various
functions including in the process of mental integration of sequential benefits and interpretation
of their valuations. On the other hand, it is possible that different types of dissatisfaction can
explain the differences in activation between sequentially distributed and immediately incurred
losses. Contrary to the inconsistent findings related to losses, this study observed the activation
of the dorsal striatum when losses were incurred. It cannot be concluded that the activation of the
dorsal striatum reflects the differences between sequential and immediate losses, since previous
studies did not confirm this perspective.
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