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Understanding the mechanism of pain in children as a social cognitive ability
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We have examined the mechanism of pain expression in comparative manner.

Based on Craig"s view on pain as social communication process(2009), we hypothesized that caretaker
takes care of the child or pet according to the pain expression of them. Based on surveys to
veterinarians and pediatrics indicated that dog breeds / disease differences were observed in their
pain expression. Children with autistic spectrum disorder or mental retardation had specific ways
of expressing their pain. Survey of parents also suggested that they base on the observation of
child"s pain expression. |If the dog/child do not express pain much, they end up at the medical
clinics with more severe conditions than others and such. These results suggest that medical stuff
need to explain the characteristics of pain expression of dog/child with various do? breeds/diseases

accordingly. Our hypothesis supported that pain expression is a communication tool to protect
oneself and get help when expressed properly.
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