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The structure of empathy in autism spectrum disorder: Comparison with the
Thematic Apperception Test(TAT) human representation in schizophrenia

SEKIYAMA, Toru
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We suggested that the structure of empathy in autism spectrum disorders can
be elucidated by using new quantitative analysis methods for TAT response. In this period, the
following results were obtained: (1) the development and validity of "basic level response" and "
core level response” corresponding to popular response of the Rorschach method, (2) the validity of
relation patterns among characters, (3) by analyzing the TAT response of junior high school students

with autism spectrum disorders, it was clarified that although they retain the function of
representing human figure, they have a low orientation to social stimuli.
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