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A synthetic study of the Paleocene molluscan faunas in Japan
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To clarify the characteristics of Paleocene molluscan faunas in Japan, 1
investigated the following areas: the Hamatonbetsu area in northern Hokkaido, the Kon-Sen district
in eastern Hokkaido, the Sukumo area in eastern Shikoku, and the Amakusa-Shimojima area in western
Kyushu. As a result, some new species can be discriminated. It became clear that the molluscan fauna

of the Okuutsunai Member of the Hakobuchi Formation in the Hamatonbetsu area, characterized by the
abundant occurrence of glycymeridid bivalves, is a sole Paleocene shallow marine molluscan fauna in
Japan. In addition, it became obvious that Paleocene deep sea molluscan assemblages between South
Sakhalin and western Shikoku are characterized by protobranch bivalves as Acila (Truncacila)
hokkaidoensis and apporhaid gastropods. It is su?gested that the Paleocene molluscan faunal turnover
had occurred before the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) in the Northwestern Pacific.
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