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Biostratigraphic distribution of marine vertebrates in the Japanese Upper
Cretaceous
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The purpose of this study was to find out whether the timings of
diversification and/or extinction events differ in different regions or not by comparing the fossil
vertebrates of the Upper Cretaceous. Fieldworks on the Upper Cretaceous strata of the Nemuro,
Saroma, and Yezo Groups in northern, eastern , and central Hokkaido were conducted, and collections
of local and national museums were studied. Although small in number, additional specimens of
fossil invertebrates and vertebrates were collected during the fieldwork. Studied on the museum
collections revealed the presence of previously unknown/undescribed specimens, and the descriptive
studies of the fish and reptiles, in particular those of selachian and pliosaurid plesiosaurs,
demonstrated the similarity and/or difference in the taxonomc composition and/or stratigraphic
distribution of some taxa iIn the Upper Cretaceous in Hokkaido and those in other areas of Japan and
outside the country.
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