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Research on the support for the inheritors of private historic houses who will
assume responsibility for the residential culture
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Jubun minka(historic houses designated by the Japanese government as
important cultural assets) compose 358 houses built in the pre-modern period, nearly 60% of which
are privately owned. The rural locations, the ageing of their owners, and the financial and physical

burdens of maintenance and management make it difficult to pass them on to the next generation.
This study examined the situation of the inheritors and the support needed to pass on the heritage
houses based on various surveys. The results suggest that, besides support for daily maintenance and
management, discussing the handover within a family is significant. Moreover, new ways of
disseminating information, for example, using social media, are essential to increase the number of

people who understand and support Jubun minka.
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