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A Study on Spatial Structure of Shake-Machi in the Medieval and Early Modern
Periods -On the Object of Shake-Machi of Kasuga Taisha Shinto Shrine-
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This study seeks to clarify the transition of the townscape and the dwelling
pattern of Shake-machi (Shinto priest town) of the Kasuga Taisha Shinto shrine in the pre-modern
times through the analyses of the Toma family’ s house which was built in the late 18th century and
the existent archival materials from Toma flamily archives. We especially examined the formative
process of the dwelling pattern of Negi (the lower-class Shinto priest) in Shake-machi during the
Edo era, while paying attention to the difference before and after the Great Fire of Takabatake in

1717.As a result, the process of formation of Shake house which evolved from the Machiya style, was
clarified in detail.
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