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Reevaluation of Japanese traditional cultivars of azalea in the world- genetic
resources and breeding history
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The Japanese traditional azalea cultivars were remained in botanical
gardens of England and they were identified by SSR marker analysis and the description in the
Japanese plant export catalogue of 100 years ago. Based on these result, registered names in the
society should be corrected as the original cultivar names.

The genetic contribution of Japanese wild azaleas and traditional cultivars to the development of
azalea cultivars were evaluated. All pot azalea cultivars developed in Western countries and most of
Japanese large-flowered cultivars were clarified to possess R. ripense type cpDNA. The contribution
of R. ripense or its related cultivars were also indicated in the diversification of flower color
in Hirado azalea cultivars.
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