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In this study, impacts of human activities on coastal ecosystems were
evaluated using historical records in the brackish Mikata-goko Lakes (Fukui Prefecture) and the
Kagoshima Bay (Kagoshima Prefecture), where historical records including LK were well preserved.
Historical records (e.g., ancient documents, oral traditions, old maps, and historical photographs)
of past coastal ecosystems and human use of the ecosystems in the areas were researched, collected,
and cataloged. The records suggested that historical river-improvement works such as installation of

discharge channels resulted in a substantial coastal squeeze and increased salinity level in the
Mikata-goko lakes, and historical coastal developments might modify local pattern of marine resource
use in the Kagoshima Bay. Finally, restoration program of coastal habitats (i.e., sand beach and
cobble shore) using LKs were successfully implemented in the nature restoration program in the
Mikata-goko Nature Restoration Committee.
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