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The management of irrigation facilities has tended to shift from
government-led management to farmer participatory management. In this study, 34 water users”
associations receiving irrigation water supply from the Kulambu- Wilalung trunk canal in Indonesia,
where a distinctive change In irrigation governance has been observed, were included in the study.
In the study sites, two forms of governance of water users® associations, Swakelola and Lelang, have

emerged since 1990. In addition, there has been a steady shift from Swakelola to the new system of
Lelang, which uses auctions, with associations adopting a new system of governance. The reasons for
the institutional change can be attributed to the existence of economic advantages for farmers, who
are oriented towards quick infrastructure investment, and for association chairpersons, who can
provide funds and obtain water use fees.
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