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How does organic agriculture spread throughout society? To answer this
guestion, | constructed the hypothesis that "organic agriculture spreads through function and value
change," which 1 named "socialization of organic agriculture. Next, to test this hypothesis, |
surveyed Isumi City, Chiba Prefecture; Shirakawa Town, Gifu Prefecture; Takahata Town, Yamagata
Prefecture; and Usuki City, Oita Prefecture, which are known as advanced municipalities of organic
agriculture. Results showed that organic agriculture in all of these areas contributes in unique
ways to solving social problems faced by local communities, and that it has also caused many value
changes among the people involved in the process.
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