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Speciation in the open ocean: how aquatic amniotes have diverged underwater
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Speciation in the open ocean has long been studied, but it remains largely

elusive what factors promote or inhibit speciation in such an open environment. There are only eight
species of sea snakes of the genus Laticauda, and broad distribution of major species combined with

genetic mixability might have prevented laticaudins from genetic isolation and speciation. On the
other hand, geohistorical events such as the closing of the Sea of Japan during the glacial period
have played an important role in the speciation of marine animals. Large marine animals tend to be
more strongly sedentary than terrestrial animals despite their migratory ability, and this habit
plays an important role in speciation in the marine environment. These results were submitted in
several papers.
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