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The project attempted to reveal the diversification process of endemic
species specific to chemosynthesis-based ecosystem. The planktonic larval dispersal, settlement and
reproductive strategies including genetic population connectivity among discretely distributed local

populations of the animals which live in chemosynthesys-based ecosystem were extensively studied
and more than 10 papers were published in academic journals. These completed the planned studies,
furthermore, we provided additional information regarding correlation between host-parasite life
histories, in addition, physical factor for larval settlement was suggested. These achievements
enable us to elucidate how so many specific species are inhabited in deep-sea chemosynthesis-based
enviroments.
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