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Underdog™s perspective: How do poorly armed males fight?
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Males of the fiddler crab Austruca lactea fight with their major claw, which

grows on either the left or right side. Some males have a fragile regenerated claw and are weak in
direct fights. To investigate how the males with an inferior weapon fight against other males,
naturally occurred male-male contests were observed in a wild population of Austruca lactea. The
results show that males with a regenerated claw are less likely to win when they engage in the
same-handed contests (right vs. right or left vs. left). Since the claws of two contestants can be
grappled tightly in same-handed contests, males with a fragile regenerated claw may retreat soon.
These results indicate that males with an inferior weapon recognize the combination of “

handedness” of their own and their opponent and behave accordingly.

Austruca lactea
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