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The terminal nerve is located between the olfactory nerve and the olfactory
bulb and projects its axons over a wide area of the nose and brain, but its function is not well
understood. Since the terminal nerve expresses gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH), its function
has been considered to be involved in reproductive behavior. However, this research project revealed

that the terminal nerve is a nociceptive neuron that receives C02 and drives avoidance behavior. It
is expected to be useful for developing new research fields on terminal nerves and elucidating the
role of GnRH peptide neurons in other animals including humans.
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