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Cotton rats: novel animal models for comorbidities
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This study revealed that the experimental rodents with sensitivity to human
pathogens "cotton rats" coexisted with multiple phenotypes, and investigated the phenotypes. As a
result, cotton rats coexisted with multiple phenotypes such as metabolic syndrome and chronic Kidney
disease, which are increasing in morbidity in humans, and can mimic human comorbidities.
Furthermore, these phenotypes showed sex-differences, and were associated with autoimmune diseases.
As mentioned above, this study showed that cotton rats might be a model of human comorbidity and
concluded that they contribute to the elucidation of the interaction between individual diseases.
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