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Neural basis for the stress induced enhancement of aggression.
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While stress induces depressive states, stress also enhances aggression of
the individuals. To elucidate how the neural circuits control the aggressive behavior and how the
stress alter activities of those circuits, we conducted current study. First, we confirmed that the
anterior BNST enhances the activity of core neurons in VMH via poly-synaptic dis-inhibition. Second,

we confirmed the BMA also enhances the activity of core neurons in VMH via mono-synaptic
excitation. These results indicate that the different structures exert different mechanisms to
control the activity of VMH which plays pivotal role in aggressive behaviors.
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