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In this study, patients with suspected platypnea-orthodeoxia syndrome were
detected in medical facilities and outpatient rehabilitation facilities, but the prevalence could
not be evaluated due to the influence of the corona pandemic. In addition to the deviation and
extension of the ascending aorta, thoracic-lumbar compression fractures were frequently observed in
platypnea-orthodeoxia syndrome patients, suggesting that structural changes in the thoracic cavity
cause right-left shunt via PFO. In addition, PFO closure showed a marked improvement in hypoxemia.

Percutaneous PFO closure has been suggested to be a useful treatment in PFO-mediated
platypnea-orthodeoxia syndrome patients.
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