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Epidemiological study using large-scale DPC data - Relationship between air
pollution, incidence of cardiovascular heart disease and medical costs

Yoneyama, Kihei
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We used an epidemiological approach to investigate the risk of
cardiovascular disease and its associated medical costs associated with unbridled temperature and
air pollutants in a nationwide sample of 1,067,171 cases of cardiovascular disease requiring
emergency hospitalization.

The elderly (65 years and older) were more sensitive to the effects of temperature and air
pollutants. The highest per capita medical costs for cardiovascular disease were found in the 65-74
age group. The health care costs were clearly lower for those aged 90 and over than for younger
people. The hospital stay for those aged 90 and over was significantly longer than for younger
people.
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