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New therapeutic strategy for fungemia using RNA interference
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We synthesized siRNAs with potential RNA interference effects and examined
their ability to inhibit fungal growth against Candida albicans. 8 different siRNA sequences were
synthesized, and cholesterol-modified siRNAs were also created for highly efficient uptake into the
fungus. We examined C.albicans growth in vitro in the presence and absence of siRNAs, but could not
find any siRNAs that clearly inhibited the growth of the fungus. On the other hand, some siRNAs
tended to reduce the amount of C.albicans in the early stage of culture for strains with a slow
multiplication rate, so it is possible that the effect of siRNAs can be obtained by adjusting the

amount of C.albicans and siRNAs.
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