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Since endocrine and exocrine cells develop almost simultaneously during
embryonic organogenesis, it has been believed that there is some cross-talk between the two. In this
study, we searched for novel factors responsible for crosstalk and found the chemokine CCL5 as a
candidate factor, and furthermore, the exocrine cell-derived factor CCL5 was found to be a factor
that can regulate proliferation of adult endocrine cells (B cells). Furthermore, we found that Pdxl
expression in exocrine cells of embryonic mice stimulates CCL5 secretion, and that CCL5 reaching
endocrine tissues promotes (3 -cell proliferation through GPR75 receptors on B -cells.
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