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We previously reported hyaluronan (HA) plays critical role in PDAC. However,

the mechanisms underlying the accelerated HA processing remain poorly understood. Recently, HABP2
(Hyaluronan Binding Protein 2) has been reported to play a role in promoting migration of cancer
cells in response to LMW-HA. The role of HABP2 in PDAC biology is unknown. We therefore analyzed the
expression and function of HABP2 in PDAC. To examine the function of HABP2 in PDAC, we established
HABP2 knockout clone and HABP2 overexpression clone. We investigated cell migration in association
with epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) in these clones. Knockout of HABP2 resulted in
decreased cell migration, increased CDHL1 mRNA expression, and decreased CDH2 and vimentin mRNA
expression. Conversely, forced expression of HABP2 resulted in the opposite to those with knockout
clones of HABP2. These findings suggest HABP2 is overexpressed in some PDAC cells and is involved in

enhanced migration possibly through EMT.
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