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Relationship between perioperative immuno-suppression and postoperative pain
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Study 1: We investigated whether a correlation exists between perioperative
immunological changes and the onset of SSI in patients with spinal surgery. Immunological parameters
immediately after the end of anesthesia were not different between patients with and without SSI.

The postoperative duration of fentanyl infusion was significantly longer in patients with than

without SSI
Study 2: Opioids have been implicated in the promotion of cancer recurrence and metastasis because

of their immunosuppressive effects. We identified perioperative factors related to postoperative
complications and 2-year survival in patients undergoing esophageal cancer surgery. The
intraoperative dosage of opioids calculated as fentanyl equivalents was not correlated with any
postoperative complications or 2-year survival.
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