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The mechanism of action of elastin, an inducer of ferrotosis, is to inhibit
the function of the cystine transporter, thereby suppressing cystine uptake into the cell, leading
to a decrease in intracellular glutathione and consequently an increase in the amount of
intracellular reactive oxygen species produced by the Fenton reaction from divalent iron, resulting
in lipid oxidation and cell death. This is the mechanism that induces lipid oxidation and cell
death. This effect was also observed with sulfasalazine.

On the other hand, artesunate did not affect the cystine transporter activity, but promoted
ferritin-specific autophagy (ferritinophagy), which released ferritin-bound iron, increased

intracellular divalent iron, and increased the amount of intracellular ROS produced by the Fenton
reaction.
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