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Inflammatory microenvironment in head and neck cancer based on CD147
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We have been working to elucidate the mechanisms of head and neck cancer and
inflammatory microenvironment, focusing on CD147, a plasma membrane protein. In our analysis of
CXCL12 (stromal cell-derived factor 1: SDF-1), a chemokine known to be associated with inflammation,
and its receptor CXCR4, we confirmed that the SDF-1/CXCR4 axis induces the migration and invasive
potential of head and neck cancer cells. We also examined IL-6, a major cytokine involved in
inflammation, and the tumor progression potential of head and neck cancer cells, and found that IL-6
is involved in enhancing the migratory ability of head and neck cancer cells.
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