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In current TNM classification (8th edition) of oral cavity cancer, depth of
invasion (DOl) has been incorporated into T staging. DOl is defined as the depth of tumor by
dropping a “ plumb line” to the deepest portion of the tumor from the level of the basement
membrane of the normal mucosa closest to the tumor. Based on those retrospective
single-institutional and multi-institutional studies including a comparative study using CT and MRI,

it was suggested that intraoral ultrasonography with acoustic coupling polymer gel could be a
promising method for the measurement of DOl in T1/T2 tongue squamous cell carcinoma with a
sufficient accuracy.
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