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Does_the dental intervention including oral rehabilitation improve the quality
of life in postoperative head and neck cancer patients?
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The aims of this study were to investigate the risk factors for decreased
quality of life (QOL) and the effects of change in oral function on QOL in head and neck cancer
(HNC) patients. The changes in oral functions, body weight and QOL for a year were evaluated.
Structural equation modeling revealed that patients who kept body weight and increased tongue

pressure had good oral function and good QOL. Our results suggest that keeping body weight and
receiving oral rehabilitation are related with the improvement of QOL in HNC patients.
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