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The Development of a "Kinjo™ Care System Utilizing Regional Strengths in Urban
and Rural/Fishing Communities
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The study aimed to understand and utilize the unique characteristics and
strengths of small communities in Okinawa Prefecture. By focusing on community B, a rural/fishing
village, the researchers participated in local events and festivals to observe and gather insights
for developing a "Kinjo™ care system. The observations highlighted a strong foundation of informal
support among the residents, who took care of each other, especially the elderly in need.

The traditional "Honen-sai' festival, with its long history, played a significant role in connecting
the younger generation to the community, providing rich social resources. The study concluded that
community B"s cultural foundation and regional strengths enable even small communities to support
each other and thrive.
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