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Whether mothers® problematic internet use affects the growth and development of
their children

Sakakihara, Aya
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Internet access has rapidly increased in recent years, there are concerns
over problematic Internet use (PIU). Although many previous studies have been conducted on PIU among
adolescents, there are few studies about mothers’ PIU. This study aimed to clarify the association
between mothers® PIU and mother®s parenting attitude or development of their children.

As a result of the research, the proportions of mothers® PIU were approximately 1%. On comparison of
mothers with and without PIU, the former had a 10- to 30-times higher odds ratios for recognizing
child abuse. Mothers®™ PIU associated with thinness in boys aged 4 months or 1.5 years. According to
these results, we were able to propose the hypothesis that mothers® PIU may be associated with

inappropriate parenting.
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