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First, with globalisation, diversity, networking and actors, the project
collected case studies of various aspects of regional, identity-based and community sport practices
in Japan and abroad. Specifically, fieldwork was conducted in Ireland, Australia and Onna Village,
Okinawa Prefecture, and joint research was conducted in Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture, and
Oizumi Town, Gunma Prefecture, with interviews conducted with NPOs, voluntary organisations, groups
involved in urban regeneration and town revitalisation, and local government officials, which has
been an issue in conventional institutional research. The first was the interview with the local
government employees, which had been an issue in previous institutional research. Second, we gained
a dynamic understanding of martial arts organisations by interviewing their officers and former
players. Thirdly, we were able to elaborate our analytical framework by reviewing theoretical
studies and literature.
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