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Aiming to apply speech synthesis to story readin?, a basic study based on
actual storytelling speech was conducted. A prosodic database of storytelling speech was constructed
from the voices of six people reading eight Japanese fairytales in a storytelling style. The system
allows users to visualize hierarchical information about the read-aloud voice on a free speech
analysis tool, from the basic speech segments of phonemes to the layered structures of the story,
including accented phrases, event layers, character layers, and so on. The general prosodic features
of the storytelling style were clarified by contrasting it with the neutral style, while also
considering commonalities and individualities among speakers. Furthermore, we defined events as the
various changes in the stream of the story plot, and confirmed the existence of common prosodic
patterns among speakers at each event.
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Fig. 1 Example of the storytelling speech labeling on Wavesurfer
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